Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems Recommendations 2016 update
Status at-a-glance
Project
Team

Rec
#

Project
Implementer
Completion

Implementation
Target

Recommendation
Implemented

HAE

5

19-Mar-09

AWC

1-Jul-12

Form a project team to review aquatic
ecosystems education programs, describe their
elements, examine why they are successful,
identify gaps in program delivery, and look for
opportunities for collaboration.

HAE

6

19-Mar-09

AWC

1-Jul-12

Conduct a provincial assessment of non-point
source pollution data, knowledge and tools. This
includes: (1) compiling a list of data sources for
non-point source contaminant information, (2)
compiling a list of non-point source pollution
assessment tools, (3) evaluating the state of
knowledge and analyzing it for gaps, and, finally,
(4) recommending next steps for improving nonpoint source pollution management in Alberta.

HAE

7

19-Mar-09

AWC

1-Jul-12

Review public policies and regulations in Alberta
regarding non-point sources of pollution. Review
policies and regulations in other jurisdictions to
find innovative tools to manage them, and
suggest next steps for the improvement of nonpoint source pollution management.

HAE

8

19-Mar-09

AWC

1-Jul-12

Select, modify or develop criteria to identify
areas within a watershed that are significant to
the maintenance of aquatic ecosystem health.

HAE

9

19-Mar-09

AWC &
Industry

1-Jul-12

Report to the Alberta Water Council effective or
successful sector best management practices
that support healthy aquatic ecosystems.
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In Progress

Status

Not Under
Consideration
at this time

●

*NOTE* The updates below are provided by the identified implementer(s)
and do not necessarily reflect the interpretation of the Alberta Water
Council
The AWC’s Water Literacy Project Team surveyed Alberta stakeholders regarding their
water education programs. Part of the teams mandate included reviewing factors that
made a program successful, identifying gaps and offering recommendations to improve
water education programs and water literacy levels of Albertans.

●

The Council completed work to address HAE recommendations 6 & 7 in 2013.
The report “Recommendations to improve non-point source pollution in Alberta”
includes recommendations on how to better manage the total non-point source
contaminant loadings in our watersheds to achieve Water for Life goals and is
available on the website awchome.ca.

●

In August 2009, the Council established project team to develop a suite of criteria
that can be used to identify areas that are significant to the maintenance of aquatic
ecosystem health. In order to do this, the project team built on the Provincial
Government's Environmentally Significant Areas (ESA) report, which was updated and
released in late 2009. The ESA process uses the science of systematic conservation
planning and GIS technology to identify and map those areas of the province that are
important to the long-term maintenance of biodiversity and ecosystem processes. In
January 2010, the Council released the final report entitled Provincial Ecological
Criteria for Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems. The report outlines seven criteria that can
be used to identify areas that are significant to the maintenance of aquatic
ecosystem health. This work is a first step towards fully including the aquatic
ecosystem lens in this type of work in Alberta. A report and map product identifying
aquatic environmentally significant areas in Alberta based on the criteria was
released in 2011 and can be found here:
(http://www.waterforlife.alberta.ca/03325.html).

●

The Council chose to work on higher priority work in support of WFL and at this
time has no immediate plan to do work in this area.
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