
 

 

NEWS RELEASE  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

June 29, 2026 

Alberta Water Council Concludes 22-Year Legacy of Advancing 

Collaborative Water Management in Alberta 

 
Edmonton… On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff, it is with great sadness that I announce 

that Alberta Water Council (AWC) will be winding down operations effective June 30, 2026. After 

careful deliberation and efforts to secure alternate funding, the organization has made the difficult 

decision to move toward an orderly dissolution. 

 

For many years, Alberta Environment and Protected Areas has supported our work through annual 

grant funding. In February 2026, we were informed that, because of the financial pressures facing the 

Government of Alberta, this funding would be discontinued effective May 26, 2026. Despite efforts 

to secure other sources of operational funding, it was not possible to find a solution that would enable 

AWC to continue.   

 

Since its establishment in 2004, the AWC has made significant contributions to advancing water 

management across Alberta for the benefit of all Albertans. Over the past 22 years, we have been 

proud to lead and support landmark initiatives that have helped major water-using sectors improve 

water conservation, efficiency, and productivity; informed the development of Alberta’s Wetland 

Policy; advanced efforts to prevent aquatic invasive species and protect healthy ecosystems; and, 

more recently, strengthened resilience to multi-year drought and enhanced capacity for source water 

protection planning, water literacy, among many other accomplishments. 

 

Our work has had meaningful impact, and we are grateful to have contributed to the ongoing effort to 

support sustainable and effective water management in Alberta, across Canada, and North America 

both now and for future generations. 

 

At the heart of AWC’s success was our ability to provide a neutral and respected forum where 

individuals and organizations from diverse backgrounds could come together to discuss complex 

water management challenges, find consensus or share diverse perspectives, to work collaboratively 

toward shared solutions. Our organization was founded on the principles of collaboration, 

transparency, and a genuine commitment to understanding and considering the perspectives of all 

those who contributed their valuable time, expertise, and resources to our work. Over the years, 

thousands of hours were generously contributed in-kind, underscoring the enduring importance of 

provincial-level dialogue, volunteer work, and engagement on water management issues. 

 

Our priority now is to ensure a thoughtful, transparent, and well-managed transition as we wind 

down operations. Over the coming weeks, we will work closely with our partners and stakeholders to 

responsibly conclude organizational activities, address outstanding commitments, and support the 

transition of ongoing initiatives wherever possible. 

 

We recognize that this news may come as a surprise to some, and we want to express our sincere 

gratitude for the trust, collaboration, and support that so many individuals and organizations have 

shown AWC over the years. 

 



 

 

It has been both a pleasure and an honour to be part of this exceptional organization for the past 

years. We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has shared their time, expertise, resources, 

and passion for effective water management with AWC over the last 22 years. 

 

While AWC’s organizational journey is coming to a close, we remain confident that the values, 

relationships, and collaborative spirit we have built together will continue to strengthen water 

stewardship efforts across Alberta for years to come. 

 

With appreciation, 

Andre Asselin 

Executive Director 

Alberta Water Council 

 

The Alberta Water Council's legacy will continue through its website, which will remain available 

until further notice. Visitors can access the organization's reports, resources, and information about 

its work and lasting contributions to water management in Alberta. 

 
The Alberta Water Council was a multi-stakeholder partnership that stewarded the implementation of 

Alberta’s Water for Life strategy and provided advice on water management issues to its members, which 

included the Government of Alberta and provincial authorities, industries, municipalities and NGOs. The 

AWC existed from 2004 to 2026. 

 

For more information, please contact:  
Andre Asselin 

Executive Director 

albertawatercouncil@gmail.com   
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